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without ſufficient witneſs of his univerſal Provi- 


dence over all the kingdoms of the earth. This 
n comer moſt be Crerciled in d Mani Ell: 


to his divine perfections: and though it may be 
wag in many 3 as it is ebe 
the free- agen mans yet, agrecable to a- 
ture of Gd, truſt Bojan. 'f 
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and vice: and the natural coyrle of things, though 
carried: on by men us inſtruments: under the hand 
of Providence, marks out and ia moral 
government of God over nations in this world. 
II xiv. 26,27. This 18 jul pings that tis 

earth ; this. is the band # 
n upon 2 the nations. For the 5 3 If b 
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Confider EE for it behoveth us to con⸗ 
ſider, how this purpaſe of the Almighty i is exe- 
cuted. 


Me are called upon by Authority, in a this time 
of war, to ſhew a aſt ſenſe of our conſtant depen- 
dance upon our faithful Creator ; to d his 
anger, to implore his bleſſing and , 
to ſupplicate We that he would reſtore and 

ate peace, ſafety and proſperity to our he 
1 we were bot called upon by 
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2 This may happen in particular in- 
Nances; and does not impeach the general truth 


viduals; ; yet they will ever in their conſequi 
greatly affect the ſtrength; order and ſtability: 


the nation. The general temper 
a nation doth not ariſe ſo much from the excel 


lency of the conſtitution, or the wiſdom of the 


their 1 character. Intereſt or p 
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motives, independent of any moral conſꝭ· : 


but without ſtopping to unraveb-fach: caſes; our 


refletions will be more juſt and clear, more en 


tenſive and more uſeful; if we trace out, in 
g—_ how the principles of Virtue and Vice 


through the great maſs of a people, and 


« 0 ſupport or undermine the nar corner 
powers of a Mate. 
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and conduct of 


legiſlature, as from the principles of the inhabit 


/tants: and the ſtate owes It's ſafety or-it's ruin to 


the combined virtue or of intlividuals. 
Lock over the generality of mankind: 
ſee the diſpoſitions of men towards the 
formed, at leaſt influenced and ſtrengthened, 5 


on or con- 
venience may lead a man into ſchemes 
occafionally ; but will not, either make him ſee 

things in a large view, or produce ſteadineſt of 
action: they will hardly guard a man even againſt 


[928 . and inconſiſtencies of his own _ | 
Uniformity of conduct depends upon the r 
wrong bent of the whole heart: which 
way to ſome motive or other; and therefore ſhould 


be early ſabliſhed and ſettled in right'and great 


prin- 
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8 the. operation. of 
habits ariſing from them in very | 
and accurate. obſerver of mankind will (0 able 
to trate out the diſregard of the ꝑlain duties to God 
and man; ptoducing by degrees a neglect; or per- 


verſion of education, and n corruption of opinions 


and manners, which relaxes every nerve of go- 
verument, and tends to it's diſſolution. A wi 
man will not place Religion in the means, nut 
he pretend to ſupport it withqut them. ＋ 
ſee clearly the obligation men are Ga 0a 
contemn or lay afide the worſhip᷑ of God 
reverence due to his Sabbath. Cuſtom id fg 
will never make the omiſſion of it lawful : a 
will ſtill be ſin ; and — 0 pin 
feds: of in 3, Pens it may, too often, have 
the impunity and encouragement of i 
Conſult your own heart; and it will tell you, 
how religious habits nouriſh and ſupport religious 
principles, from. . whence. they roſe. Conſider 
what paſſes around you in the world ; and you 
will perceive, - how the want of them is more par- 


curly felt and marked in a an ,, 
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the moſt H iety is ſet at Bought; and 
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| mot Hocking Pecury, ury, without cherk of ſhame 
or remorſe. hen he, that ſrurrtb by the G 
of truth, | feareth war an oath ; this great barriers ' 
of truſt and confidence in ſociety are laid waſte t + | 
all the foundations of credit and compacts are out - 


9 — and an inroad is opened CE 
of "villain, 'that can aue 1 * re 
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nation in public and private life, and every ſelfith 


Rom. ziv. 7. 


and 
main foundations of religious 
enjoin a man to fulfill his 
to his tation ? Religion 


3 but from a failure in the - 
: which 


— hn 


none of us liveth fo bimfelf; but that we ſhould do 


all things for the hoder of God and che good of 


Mankind ; which are coincident. Vice, on the 


contrary, bids a man live to himſelf alone: and 


under this influence, the different connexions and 


ties of life are looſened and broken: the deſires; 


che notions, the objects of men are changed and 


; even appetites, that ſeem to be contra- 
dictory, become conſiſtent; ge peu} —— 
and rapacious ; eager of gain | 


themſelves in extravagance; eating * aq Lair) "of 


thouſands, and at the ſame time working out their 


_ own ruin. All reſtraints and oþtipations, all ſen- 
timetits-of virtue and honor, and even decency = 
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1 ſe to do evil; and weary” 5 70 
commit iniquity; The public 1 
their ſight : private jealouſy, diſtruſt, envy, re- 

ſentment pu pots their full: influence, and bring 
the whole i into danger: andi that danger r doth 5 ä 
ariſe ſo much from the diviſion — 
from the motives of thoſe opinions, -- 


way of: thinking or acting for the good of the 
Country, can ſpring from ſuch a heart; and all 
the profeſſions af public ſpirit carry little weight 
or credit with them. The forwardneſs; to de. 


2 Pet. ii. 10. ſpiſe government and ſpeak evil of dignities, will en- 


creaſe continually: not from that love of liberty, 


which prompts men ſometimes to ſhake off un- 


| conſtitutional power; but from that impatience 


of vice, which always ſpurns at all juſt authority. 
And from this ſame ſource, daily appearances will 
occur of : ſelf-ſufficiency,” preſumption,” confuſion, 
cowardice and cruelties, unheard: of in other 
times. Theſe ſymptoms,: too often, unhappi- 
ly cauſe dejection and ſilence in many good men, 
indolence in the mild and well- meaning, and 
activity in the abandoned. Reſtleſs ambition or 


avarice | puſhes ſome on with indefatigable intrigue 


and confidence; whilſt others àbuſe their time, 
their underſtandings and their hearts in an idle 
circle of inſenſibility and luxury. And the body 
of the people ſeduced, depraved and void. of 
every ſober principle, neither ſhew ſenſe enough 
to diſcern the danger, nor-integrity enough to ſtop 
the cauſes or progreſs of it. Thus Licentiouſneſs, 
OT by ſloth on one ide, and ES 
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the | 
leſs paflions, leads on her blind votaries z who, 
fata of their captivity, with a raſh thoughtleſſueſi 
run headlong into their deſtruction. ——Sa 1 
this love of ii idence and diſorder is t 
nuine offepiing of liberty and commeroe; 


is a reproact> to both. — on * 
ruin: Commerce cannot long have the balance in 
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than any other means, © counterae the 
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nings, amidſt trany J 
through labor and d 


| working in the different parts ; 


bew pe 25 1 
that A died bein 


ic 
to his full — ES 


int he 8 apain gr 
— infenfibly into 
drop off from him, his wants * diftreſſe mul- 


tiply, and his vigor continäally diminiſh ; and 
under this load of decay, he — on a diſteroper- 


ed body; till either ſome ſudden ſhock throws 


him into the graye, or he finks of Himſelf inder 
his own weakneſs and — This, in 
general, is the fate of every man and every nation: 
but it is equally incumbent upon men, in their 


public as well as their private capacity, — — 


cipitate their ruin. There are 

dencies in ſome political conſtitutions, which — 
them more liable to diſſolution than others: in 
ſome, the effect of virtue and vice are more mani- 

feſt, and the operation quicker than in others: 
and in the beſt practieable ſyſtem, there may be 
the propereſt checks againſt the paſſions of men, 
but at the ſame 
time there is the greateſt liberty for the paſſions to 
ſhew themſelves: and therefore there is the great- 


eſt neceſſity to model them for the benefit of the 


whole. The great principles of pure religion and 
free government, are peculiarly adapted and con- 
formed to each other; live and decay together; 
and in ſuch a polity more particularly 1 is the 


heighth of folly to weaken the bands of order and 
cut 
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our d;ſhonor. 170 a recon | 
ciples, and fooliſhly call it ge uy kobe 
Jjudices ? If we are wiſe only as this world 

goes, is there any ſteady. light to guide a man 
through the crooked Sacks that he makes unto IF. lix. 8. 
hinaſelf ? If we ſet at nought the ſolid principles | 
of Religion, is there any 1 5 23 u dep a0 

upon? Is there in private life, an friend- 

ay or affection to be da ta public life, 


any 
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any conſiſtency, firength or authority to be'main- 


tained? Is there any ſecurity againſt eyery 'evil 
way, and every deſperate change? Does not, the 


* # 


to hold moſt dear, depend upon integrity and up- 
rightneſs? And will not the want of thoſe virtues, 
which conſtitute the ſtrength of our ſouls, tend 
to produce ' thoſe calamities, which will bring us 
to the ſevereſt trial. Let us not follow the 


cement, the life, the defence of all, that we 'ought 


- conſequences too far: but let them at leaſt fix this 


truth in our minds; that public and private 
happineſs ariſe only from the ſoundneſs of the 
heart. F „ e Os eee \ F-43203 


Rom. xii. 11, Knowing therefore the time, that 'now it in bigh 


time to awake out of this languor and ſupineneſs 
towards the publick good; with which vice pof- 
ſeſles the ſpirits of men, and intoxicates them: 
let us take the paths of virtue and honor, which 


lie open before us. Let the fincerity of our pre- 


ſent prayers and contrition give a new caſt and 
color to our whole heart and defires. Every man 
may in ſome degree endeavour to promote public 


Prov. iv. 43-, virtue, power and ſafety . keep bis 0701 heart with 


all diligence ; and according to his tation, by his 


attention, example and authority contribute to the 
obſervance and encouragement of right and truth, 


Rom. xiv. 19, and all tbe things which make for prace and ſtrength 


in a nation. Perſonal virtue will diffuſe itfelf in 
its general effects, and is the only means to for- 
tify the minds of men; to ſtop the torrent of li- 

centiouſneſs 


S 4 


Ae the m * of 10 DS. 


. ; ts ſupport che eſſen- 
tials of liberty, and juſt notions of obedi- 
eros! aud "to the foundations of . 222 
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ſucceſs doth not always correſpond. to ſuperiority 
- of wiſdom and | power ; 1 40th it even determine 
"the. juſtice of a cauſe, or the ftabilit of a nation. 


owings r national calamities, muas may be. 
- difficulties with Tegard to particulars, which we 
mall never fathom. In the doubtful iſſues of war, 
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a Thee ſerrel things belong 1 unto the Lord cur God © Deut. xxix. 


but all events may be turned to el by the force 79: 


of religion and virtue. It is our bufineſs to act 


upon What we can know ; under a conſtant ſenſe, | 
that cbe moſs, High ruleth in the kingdoms of men, Dan. iv. 25 
aud giverb it to 122 be will: and if we 


deſire to find a baſis to our public and private con- 

duct, there can be none truer and firmer, than 

that God is juſt, and that obedience to his laws is 

the moſt laſting means of eſtabliſhing the national 

welfare, honor and glory ; and ——— ſe - 

ar the. Rus! of men's. ſouls e and here- 
AMter. 


1 behoveth us e to diſcern the man- 


ners and temper of the ä to attend to the 
di 


Ex. xv. 23. 
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diſtempers and conʒunctutes of the disse, bd 


we ſeel the effects of our vices at home, and axe 
ſubject to the [changes and chances of 4 juſt and 
neceſſary war abroad. It behoveth us to trace 
back thoſe waters Y 3 which we now 
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of piety and virtue in every p „ At b 
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ment, which will keep, up our Tacial. affect 
not to ſatisfy ourſelves 85 uh This Day, 72 ſalemn and 


due humiliation before the Throne o u l. but 
to make it the beginning of a new life 
examination, repentance and amendment; to bring 


all our thoughts and actions to the teſt of the great 
principles of pure religion ; to ſtrengthen our re- 
ſolutions by habits of righteouſneſs ; ; and whether 
we are diſtreſſed with war or bleſſed with : 
to fulfil our public obligations Rh wei wel 


firmneſs and joy. 


The event is in the breaſt of · the Almighty. 


Empires and principalities and powers are even 
vapors, that appear for à little time, and then 


-vaniſh away, All is fluctuating here: and thro' 


the various courſe of human contingencies, we are 


taught to look beyond this world for an Everlaſt- 


ing Kingdom. We have ſeen the juſtice of God 


Namped upon the fate of all nations: we know. 
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